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Background : UK  

Å The UK Biomass Strategy May 2007 ñ We believe there is significant 

potential to expand the UK supply of biomass without any 

detrimental effect on food supplies and in a sustainable mannerò 

Å Unmanaged woodland;

Å Increasing the recovery of managed woodland and wood waste 

products;

Å Increasing UK production of perennial energy crops with potential to 

use up to 350,000 hectares of land across the UK by 2020 (17% 0f 

arable land);

Å Future potential to use biomass in second generation bio fuels for 

transport.



Background: UK

Å UK Renewable Energy Strategy published July 2009;

Å Aims to deliver through biomass 30% of the 15% UK target  
of energy generated from renewable sources by 2020;

Å Ten fold increase on current renewable energy 
consumption;

Å Focus will be very much on biomass heat and electricity 
with a Renewable Heat initiative from 2011 and a new Feed 
ïin Tariff in 2010 to support renewable electricity 
generation up to 5MW;

Å Support programme in place to assist capital investment 
through DECC as well as RDPE and new Leader 
programmes;

Å EU target of 20% of all energy through renewable energy 
by 2020.   



Energy crops / Biomass East Midlands Key Facts 

Å Current hectares of energy crops is 5500 with a further 
1053 hectares of approved plantings about 1% of arable 
land use and 34% of UK plantings;

Å Current hectares of arable land 624,600;

Å Current annual production of biomass is 60/70,000 ODTPA;

Å Current demand from the major power generators is 
300,000 ODTPA;

Å Projected demand from the major power generators by 
2010 is forecast to be 1,988,000 ODTPA;

Å 95% of biomass used in this region is imported ;

Å Steady growth in biomass boilers through public and 
private sector investment;

Å Source: NE Regional Demand Mapping Study 2008 . 



Opportunities and support for growing biomass

Å Grade 3 and 4 land marginal for cash crops;

Å Schemes that incorporate Environmental Stewardship for 
margin management ïCampaign for the Farmed 
Environment;

Å Links with producer groups for harvesting operations and 
marketing;

Å Research Councils UK through the RELU Biomass Program 
me have now published results which look very positive;

Å Defra and Natural England websites. Crop husbandry 
guidelines on growing Short Rotation Coppice and Planting 
and Growing Miscanthus .




